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with here at any length. In all countries co-operative societies
and their federations are regulated by special legislation. The
character of this legislation and the position which it creates
for the societies varies in detail. For example, to take a minor
illustration, in some countries the societies are in part freed
from taxation, whilst in others special taxation is imposed upon
them. In other relations the attitude of governments has varied
from time to time and still does so. In early days in some States
the movement was looked on with some suspicion. This was
so in Germany, but more markedly in the pre-War Russian
Empire where, although it was permissible to form small co-
operative societies, federation was expressly forbidden. It
appears to have been thought that such federations might
become both powerful and hostile to the central government.
But as the importance of agricultural co-operation began to be
recognized the opposition died away and in fact, as time went
on, European governments became more and more sympathetic.
Finally, in the present century and especially since the War
agricultural co-operation has received in many, perhaps in most,
European countries some measure of State support, which has
taken many interesting forms, the details of which though of
great importance can hardly be dealt with here.

Another matter of interest is the relation of the agricultural
co-operatives to the corresponding industrial societies. It might
be supposed that the town and rural co-operators would act in
close conjunction, that there would be an interchange of commo-
dities and services, and thus a 'Go-operative Commonwealth',
the ideal of co-operators all over the world, created. But this
has not occurred. In Denmark it is said that 'the relations are
spiritual rather than economic3, and this phrase seems to define
die situation in Europe; the recorded cases of joint action are
in fact very few.

It is important to realize that agricultural co-operation is not
to be found everywhere in Europe, and even in those districts
where it is most highly developed it is rare for the co-operators
to have more than a partial control over the business side of
agriculture, and the societies operate side by side with ordinary